WASHINGTON COUNTIES RISK POOL
Roundtable for County Claims Administrators and Risk Managers

NOTES

Thursday, July 30, 2009

Enzian Inn, Leavenworth, Washington
ATTENDANCE:

* denotes Executive Committeeperson

Adams County:

Linda Reimer, Clerk of the Board – Alt. Director
Benton County:

Melina Wenner, Human Resources/Risk Manager – Director

Bryan Perry, Safety & Training Coordinator – Alt. Director
Chelan County

* Keith Goehner, Commissioner – Director

Cindy Dietz, Administrative Supervisor



Gary Riesen, Prosecuting Attorney

Clallam County:

Toni Gilbert, Safety/Training Officer – Alt. Director
Clark County:

Mark Wilsdon, Risk Manager – Director



Mark McCauley, General Services Director
Columbia County:
Drew Woods, Public Works Director - Director
Cowlitz County:

Claire Hauge, OFM Director – Alt. Director
Douglas County:
* Steve Clem, Prosecuting Attorney/Coroner - Director
Franklin County:
Steve Lowe, Prosecuting Attorney – Alt. Director

Ryan Verhulp, Chief Civil Deputy Prosecuting Attorney – Alt. Director
Garfield County:
Dean Burton, Commissioner – Director

Karl “Butch” Low, Risk Management Services
Grays Harbor County:
Mike Wilson, Commissioner – Director



* Rose Elway, Director, Management Services/Budget – Alt. Director

Island County:

Angie Homola, Commissioner – Director

Betty Kemp, GSA Director – Alt. Director
Jefferson County:
Philip Morley, County Administrator – Director

Kitsap County:

*Mark Abernathy, Risk Manager – Director/President



Ione George, Senior Deputy Prosecuting Attorney – Alt. Director




Tim Perez, Risk Management Specialist




Anastasia Johnson, Claims Assistant

Kittitas County:

Lisa Young, Human Resources Manager/Safety Officer – Director
Lewis County:

* Lee Grose, Commissioner – Director

Harry Green, Risk Manager – Alt. Director
Mason County:

Lynda Ring Erickson, Commissioner - Director
Okanogan County:
* Andrew Lampe, Commissioner - Director
Pacific County:

Bryan Harrison, Administrative Officer - Director
Pend Oreille County:
Laura Merrill, Commissioner 

Don Ramsey, Risk Manager/County Engineer




San Juan County:
Not represented at Roundtable
Skagit County:

Billie Kadrmas, HR/Risk Manager - Director
Skamania County:
* Marilyn Butler, Risk Manager – Alt. Director
Spokane County:
* Steve Bartel, Risk Manager - Director
Thurston County:
* Tammy Devlin, Risk Manager – Alt. Director
Walla Walla County
* Jay Winter, Personnel/Risk Manager – Director, Secretary/Treasurer



Gregg Loney, Commissioner – Alt. Director

Whatcom County:
* Randy Watts, Chief Civil Deputy Prosecuting Attorney - Director
Yakima County:

Larry Peterson, Senior Deputy Prosecuting Attorney – Director

Janet Kelley, Human Resources Program Analyst – Alt. Director
Washington OFM:
Shannon Stuber, LGSI Program Administrator

Broker Services:
Mike Croke, Senior Area Vice President – AJGRMS, Inc.




Liz Miser, Area Vice President – AJGRMS, Inc.

Insurers:

Rich Vincelette, Senior Vice President – ACE



Chris Golonka – ACE
Speakers:

Ramsey Ramerman, Attorney at Law – Foster Pepper PLLC




Brian Hansen - Helpline

WCRP Staff:

Vyrle Hill, Executive Director




David Goldsmith, Member Services Manager




Jill Lowe, Loss Control Coordinator




Sue Colbo, Accounting/Auditor Officer




Susan Looker, Claims Manager




Mike Cook, Claims Analyst




Candy Drews, Claims Analyst




Tammy Cahill, Claims Representative




Lisa Daly, Claims Assistant




Claire Thompson, Claims Assistant

Welcome:  Loss Control Coordinator Jill Lowe called the Roundtable to order at 9:03 am and welcomed all attendees.  
Programs: 
Jill introduced Ramsey Ramerman, who presented a program on Public Records and Open Public Meetings.  During the program, he indicated work is going on to form the WAPRO, the Washington Public Records Officers organization, where those who deal with public records requests can receive training, share best practices and track statewide trends.  He would like to see some legislative reform to the Public Records Act because there is such a high potential for harassment and abuse.  Areas that he feels need work are: a meet and confer element, the ability to charge for search time (especially for extensive/complex requests), caps on penalties, separate rules for smaller jurisdictions, formalized rules about media coverage, a helpline for low cost advice, a local open government ombudsman office, and WAPRO. 

Rich Vincelette, ACE, introduced Brian Hansen of Helpline, who presented a short PowerPoint summary of services already provided through Helpline to the counties.  Rich stressed that ACE is paying for this service and he would like all county members to use it to help decrease claims costs.  The service provides direct access to attorneys who can answer specific legal questions, provides documentation, and is completely confidential.  There is no limit on usage.

Ryan Verhulp attended Georgetown University’s Section 1983 Conference in Washington, D.C in April 2009.  This is the 27th year of the conference; all presenters specialize in 1983 law and do their best to make the information “user friendly.”  Topics for this year’s conference included, among other, 1) What rights are affected?, 2) What is “under color of authority”?, 3) Statute of Limitations, 4) Individual vs. Official capacity, 5) Municipal liability, 6) Qualified immunity as a defense, 7) Procedural defenses, 8) Tasers (considered on the low end of the use of force spectrum), 9) Strip searches in jails and, 10) Free speech in the work environment.  Ryan has extensive case updates for those who may be interested.  He also mentioned the conference can now be attended by teleconference.

Announcements:

Susan Looker shared information about HB1553, which will change the requirements for filing claims.  She also discussed the Medicare Secondary Payer issue, with which the Pool will comply.  Lisa Daly spoke about the Riskmaster database, which will undergo a software update, possibly in September 2009.
Jill Lowe announced a Compact certification class on Risk Management for Public Entities will take place in Ellensburg on October 12-14.  Reductions in Force training will be held in Tacoma on August 17th and in Moses Lake August 20th.  

Roundtable Items:

1. Harry Green – Commented about a problem of lack of documentation for people on probation.  There were no comments from other attendees.

2. Jay Winter – Asked about law enforcement personnel who deal with juveniles, do they have arrest powers, what training do they have?  Randy Watts commented, in Whatcom County when a juvenile is to be arrested, they have a law enforcement officer accompany the juvenile detention personnel.  Steve Bartel noted Spokane County does the same; it cuts down on use of force issues.

3. Claire Hauge – Noted four drownings in the last month.  Do other counties have public pools?  There were no comments from the other attendees.

4. Bryan Harrison – Pacific County has a waste collection trailer.  They collect the hazardous waste and then drive by the oyster beds on the way to the solid waste processing center.  He wondered what it would cost to cover this risk and requested the Underwriting Committee look at this issue.  Would a pollution exemption apply?  Steve Bartel suggested Pacific County contract the service out to reduce risk.  Mike Croke added ACE has a program for environment coverage and would need a statement of values to analyze.  Drew Woods noted Columbia County is on the state contract and it works nicely.

5. Angie Homola – Island County has several closed waste sites; a fire station wants to use one.  She feels the county should look at some of the closed sites but is worried about what will be found.  What is the right thing to do?

The Roundtable concluded at 11:45 am.
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